SOLDIERS    OF    THE    PEN

Poles who had fallen in the rising. She died in
1910 and did not live to see the re-birth of her
country, the hope of which had been the beacon
of her existence.

Another great figure of the same period was
Boleslav Prus, otherwise Alexander Glowacki
(1847-1912). He was a very young man when
the rising of 1863 occurred. His brother Muraviev,
who participated in the movement, was tortured
into insanity by the Russians and he was little
more than a living corpse, Prus sought forgetful-
ness in scientific studies. In his Return of the
Floods he wrote about industrial workers, in
Placovka (The Doll) he dealt with the Hungarian
War of Independence, but his greatest work was
Pharao\ it carried his fame beyond the frontiers
of his own country.

The name of Henryk Sienkiewicz (1846-1916)
is, of course, well known to English readers. His
Quo Vadis was translated into every civilized
tongue and brought him world fame. Many of
his other novels had patriotic themes. The Old
Retainer is a monument to loyalty; The Lighthouse
Keeper, a glorification of patriotism and the virtue
of resistance; A Village Tragedy > a masterly des-
cription of the poor Polish peasant groaning tinder
the heel of Tsarist tyranny. In his other books
Sienkiewicz used Polish historical themes and a
series he published in 1880 roused his countrymen
like the poems of Mickiewicz had done in an
earlier generation.
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